GIUSEPPE IMPASTATO

Giuseppe Impastato was  one of the  first men who have dared  to fight mafia, in particular the mafia in his country. While  the other guys lived their  lives  in happiness, he worked to fight mafia.

Giuseppe Impastato alias “Peppino” was born in Sicily in 1948 and his family was connected with the local “mafia”. During the high school he joined the political world. With other friends he created a newspaper called “the socialist idea”, later sequestered. The father tried to involve Peppino in the “mafia”, but Peppino was contrary to that philosophy. In the years he opposed to the realization of a structure, because according to him it was financed by the mafia. He tried to diffuse his ideas by creating with some friends “radio aut” where he mocked at mafia with imitations and parodies.He continued his fight with manifestations,parades and forums. With his actions he succeded  in disturbing the local mafia, who felt menaced and so they  killed him on 9th May 1978. Hjs killers stunned him and after they tied him  to the rails of the Trapani-Palermo train  with dynamites around his body and they made him explode. Parts of his body were found in an area  of 300 meters. The day after Peppino’ s death there was a spontaneous parade   which conquered the little country of Cinisi, to demonstrate that Peppino’s death wasn’t useless. Every  year in the anniversary of the death there is a forum dedicated to legality and  life without mafia.   

